
Is work a 
“phonorecord” 

?

Use © 
symbol or  
acceptable 
alternative

Use ℗ 
symbol

Is it a pictorial, graphic, 
or sculptural work (w/ text, 

if any) reproduced in or on 
“useful article”, greeting cards, 

postcards, stationery, jewelry, dolls, toys 
?
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Notice format is 
flexible: may 

omit date (year) 
and/or identify 
as unpublished 

work (until 
“publication”)
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“compilation”/ 

“collective work” 
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other qualifying 
party is author & 

initial owner
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Has work 
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assigned in 
writing ?

No

List 
author(s) 

as owner(s)

List current 
assignee(s) 
as owner(s)
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Is it predominantly a 
“U.S. gov't work” ?
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Add “No claim to original U.S. Government works” restriction

Yes

Affix notice to “publicly distributed copies from which the work 
can be visually perceived” “in such manner and location as to give 

reasonable notice of the claim of copyright” (or, for published 
sound recordings, “on the surface of the phonorecord, or on the 

phonorecord label or container”)
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*Refer to U.S. Code and Regulations, court precedent, and 
U.S. Copyright Office guidance for complete requirements 

and statutory definitions
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